Adjustment Layers

 Do you ever spend hours adjusting a photo doing loads of imaging work change your mind and wish you could start and do it all over again. Or go to the History Palette to make a fresh start. This is not the best route to take.

A better way is to use Adjustment Layers. Layers>New Adjustment Layers and select the adjustment you wish to use. Or you can click the half circle at the bottom of the Layers palette. This is the best option as the Layers palette is usually open and requires one click to open it and get cracking.

Look carefully at the list of adjustment options; all the items from this menu lead to palettes- those with the three dots besides them- with the exception of replace colour.

Making an Adjustment layer

If you click on any options in the Adjustment Layers list, the appropriate dialog box opens as usual but with one major difference. Look at the Layers Palette and you will see that a new layer has been created, which looks totally different to the normal layers.

The new layer has no mini image displayed, instead there is an icon representing the type of adjustment being made- usually a simplified impression of the dialog box. Go carefully here because many of them are similar in appearance and it easy to pick the wrong one with a stack of layers. It is safer to look at the names, which are automatically added when a new Adjustment layer is created.

What Does it Do

This is not actually an image layer at all but a control layer which, although it will affect the appearance of ALL the layers beneath it in the stack, does not contain any pixels. Think of it as an on-camera filter, changing the tone or colour of every thing you see through it.

If the image is saved in (PSD PhotoShop format or the programs Native Format you are using, instead of JPG) all the information is saved. This means you can go to any Adjustment layer at any time and make adjustments to further fine tune the image. The adjustments you make are only on the adjustment layer and do not alter the basic image in any way.

Control

Additionally, along side the icon there is a blank white rectangle that is linked to it by the chain icon between them. This is a mask giving further control over any further adjustments made here.

If you paint with Black onto the white rectangle mask, it causes any change made at this point on the layer to be ignored by PhotoShop. This means if you want to make the adjustments appear over your entire image, you must first make the adjustments to the entire layer and then paint over the places where it is not required. Painting with white removes the black mask that you created. 

