Softening Digital Photos

A problem with digital cameras is that they tend to take very sharp and harsh photos. For some images this is desirable but with portraits it doesn’t flatter women folk or children, as a soft blemish free face is what we seek to achieve. With the on camera flash, the problem is increased. Every wrinkle and skin blemish stands out in gruesome high fidelity.

This can be overcome to an extent with a soft focus filter fitted to the lens, but we don’t all have these filters or soft box flash units to help create a smooth skin tone and make our model a super model.

With any enhancing program that has layers we can use the layer levels to do the job for us.

Make a duplicate layer and then use Smart Blur or Gaussian Blur filter to blur this image to the desired amount, (Say 20 radius and 20 threshold for a try). With the Erase tool and the duplicate layer selected, remove the area over the eyes and any other area that you wish to be sharp such as hair, thus allowing the bottom layer to show through. If you have applied too much blur, you can use the opacity slider in the layers palette to reduce the effect of the blur of the top layer. Adjustment Layers are the best to use if you have them in your program as you can go back and make any further adjustments. 

Any skin blemishes that show through are best removed with the Healing brush or Patch tool if they are in your program. Otherwise use the Clone tool with a soft edge brush.

Save your new image in the native format of you program such as PSP, PSD or CPT, not JPG which further compresses each save.

