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WINDOW  MANAGER 
- draws windows with decoration (if any)

- buttons, arrows, …

- manages windows (!!) :   opening, closing, resizing, moving

DESKTOP  ENVIRONMENT 
- needs a window manager

- adds visual features : panels, status bars, system menus, ….

- adds operational features : starters, drag&drop, (usually) utility applications, …  

TILING WINDOW MANAGER  

- creates rectangular tiles for activities, which fill the screen; typically, minimal decoration 

- cf.   overlapped, dynamic, stacked, tabbed, popup, ….



A  STARTING  POINT  -  wmii 

2005  -  2010 …….

* “tiling manager for X11”

* technically advanced

* intricate

* latest version includes Xinerama, own menu program









SIMILAR  WINDOW MANAGERS 

-  dwm

-  awesome

-  ion

-  ratpoison

-  stumpwm (successor to ratpoison)

-  rio  (wm for Plan9 from Bell Labs)

-  Xmonad

-  i3

-  sunaku



wattOS 

- emphasis on non-use of unnecessary resources 

- mainstream release is LXDE over Ubuntu LTS

- Ubuntu means Ubuntu core, not “add LXDE and remove Unity”  ;  different to Lubuntu

- traditional application mix without heavyweights 

- introduced an even lighter-weight distro, microwatt

- only lightweight applications (but access to other in repos)

- i3wm instead of LXDE

- mixed reception …. there is an upfront shock

- high appeal as a minimalist base for building only what is wanted



IN SEARCH OF INFORMATION 
* i3wm.org

(screenshots) 

- screencast (basic features)

- Google TechTalk  (1hr)

- screencasts on installing, using and configuring i3

* planetwatt.com

R9 microwatt 

(wiki… microwatt) 

- keyboard reference

(forums...wattosR9...R9 released) 

- link to YouTube video


