Beast  Report  -  17  March 2019            from  Dave Botherway  
Buying :
DaveB has taken the 6-months free offer for Optus HFC-NBN -  to be installed on
  21-March.   Watch for impact update (displeasure or delight) and details at our      next meeting . . . . 
Anthony had a spare laser printer,  working OK and  “free to a good home” – taken   by Paul-W. 
Questions :

One person had strange characters when trying to print an ATO document from a weblink.  Suggested that within the browser, try and use a different PDF reader /  printer (eg. Foxit Rdr).

A query – currently a lot of discussion in the media about future 5G mobile networks competing with NBN.  Is this probable ?    Key element will be the cost of data on the 5G network.  Even if 5G data is quarter cost of 4G data,  still no challenge to NBN.
Scams :
Another warning ex Over60’s web  site. People receiving a quick unanswered phone call from a strange overseas place  - this time from +389 73 298 080 (Macedonia) or similar #s.  Human nature is to call back to find what is was about – to then later find their phone bill being charged up to $8/minute for that return call !   User beware  . . .
Similarly,  phone calls purporting to be from the ATO – with a pre-recorded message that unless a debt is paid,  a warrant will be issued for the recipients arrest . . . . 

Emails supposedly from PayPal –  “click here” to see your account balance,  where the “Click here” links to a bogus website - www.paypalobjects.com - effect unknown. 

Main Topic :    Windows Updates
While latest Feature Update is v1809  (released after problems last November), next version is 1903 -  due April / May 2019.   Dave had test version of 1903 on his laptop and was able to demo some of the enhancements . . 
· “acrylic” format  –  current window highlighted,  other fields de-focussed . . .

· extended Sandbox protection (for testing new apps), better security 

· better troubleshooting,  with history of fixes

· Cortana and Search now separated 

· expanded Action Centre,  enhanced mouse functions

Next Month  . . .
With 3rd Sunday in April being Easter Sunday,  there will NOT be a BEAST meeting for April  –  instead next session will be Sunday 19 May . . . .
