How I use Total Commander
by Peter Carpenter

In this presentation titled "How I Use Total Commander," Peter Carpenter continues his series on
Total Commander by demonstrating the techniques and add-ons he regularly employs. His aim is to
showcase the extensive capabilities of this powerful file manager for Windows. Some graphics
displayed are replicas of Peter’s, as those taken from my Zoom recording were of poor quality.

Contents of a file

To display the contents of a file in Total Commander, highlight the file in one panel and select

Ctrl + Q (Quick-view), and the contents of the file is shown in the other panel. Figure 08.
Alternatively press the '3 View button on the bottom left of the Total Commander window and the
contents opens in an app called Lister. Double-clicking invokes the default program for the file that
that file is, e.g. Notepad for .txt or XnView (or Irfanview) for .jpg.
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Figure 08 — Preview Contents

Everything & Search

The search program Everything has recently been integrated into Total Commander to search for
file names within Total Commander as it makes Total Commander's file Search function
exceptionally fast.. Assuming Everything is available on your PC, from the main menu it is
necessary to select Configuration 2 Options = then select Operation from the list on the left-hand
side panel.

Next tick the Everything tick-box to the right. Everything will now start with Total Commander.
Refer Figure 9.
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Figure 9 — Enabling Everything

With Everything assisting in the background for a very fast file search, and using the Search
function within Total Commander, Peter demonstrated how he searched for the text string “Sue” in
a folder that he knew was a file containing the word.

e From the main menu select Commands = Search (or A/t + F7) to open the Find Files
dialogue box. Figure 10. Peter selected only a few files to make the demo quick. He would
search the whole folder tree ordinarily.

e Working within the chosen folder and using the 'Find text' field, the text string “Sue” was
entered.

e Next Peter ticked the tick-box for Whole words only, then selected the Start Search button
on the top right.
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Figure 10 — Find text within files

To open the file viewer app Lister window.
e Within Lister, press F3. It’s not necessary to enter the search term “Sue” as Total
Commander remembers that setting.



e When the search term is found it is shown in bold text. Press F3 again for the next instance
of Sue in that file.

e Ifit's not the place you're looking for “Sue” you want, go to the next file by pressing N (N
for Next, P for Previous), (>> in the Title Bar for next, << in reverse).

e When you're finished, use Ctrl + R to refresh the panel (or Ctr/ + PgUp).

Copy and move
Peter demonstrated the three techniques available for copying or moving files from Total
Commander's left panel to the right panel.
e  Mouse only option.
Hold down the right mouse button and drag down the list of files to highlight the list. Once
the files are highlighted, to copy use the mouse to drag the list to the right panel. As the file
is dragged the dialogue box shown in Figure 11 appears and needs to be confirmed before
the process is completed.
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Figure 11 — Copy between panels
e Mouse and Keyboard
Using the standard Windows method, select the first file in the list with a mouse. Hold down
Shift and select the last file in the list. Use Ctr/ + click to deselect any file.
Using the mouse, drag the selection to the other panel. This results in a dialogue box
appearing where you confirm the copy. Figures 11 & 12.

e Function Commands
Use the F'5 Copy or F6 Move key at the bottom of the Total Commander window.

When files are copied or moved the dialogue box shown in Figure 12 appears and needs to be
confirmed before the process can be completed.
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Figure 12 — Confirm copy dialogue box
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Button Bars

Total Commander allows users to create custom button bar buttons that can point to folders,
internal commands, and applications. This feature enables users to add buttons and assign actions or
shortcuts to them on the button bar. Additionally, a second toolbar is available, which Peter has
linked to the main toolbar to use when the first toolbar is full.

Teracopy

One of a number of programs Peter has assigned as a button on the toolbar is Teracopy. It’s a free
program for personal use

Peter uses to copy and verify, when copying files between 2 panels. He uses TeraCopy to avoid the
intervening dialogue box shown in Figure 12 when copying, thus avoiding the additional step
required using the dialogue box.

When copying files using TeraCopy, Peter highlights the files to be copied, then clicks on the
TeraCopy button on the toolbar. The files then immediately appear on the other panel.

TeraCopy

TeraCopy is a freemium file transfer utility designed as an
alternative for the built-in Windows Explorer file transfer
feature. Its focus is data integrity, file transfer reliability and
the ability to pause or resume file transfers. Wikipedia

Figure 13 — TeraCopy https://www.codesector.com/teracopy

Change / View file attributes
The attributes of a file can be viewed or easily changed in Total Commander from the main menu
by selecting Files = Change Attribute. Figure 14.
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Figure 14 — Change file attributes dialogue
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Although available from the main menu, Peter has added the Change Attribute command to a
button on the toolbar for quicker access to the feature. He demonstrated how to change the date on a
file in the window that opens when the Change Attribute button is selected. In Figure 14 Peter has
selected the Current button to change to the files date to the current date and time.

ReDate files

On a second linked toolbar Peter has assigned a button for another small app called ReDate. Peter
demonstrated how this app can conveniently change the date of a series of files by increasing the
file’s date by say, one day at a time. Figure 15.

Peter finds this app particularly useful for copying files for presentations or cloud storage, such as
Google Drive or OneDrive. It maintains the list order, which is more convenient than the default
setting where uploaded files are stored by date order, regardless of their names.
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Figure 15 — ReDate dialogue box

ExifTool

Another app Peter has assigned to a button on the toolbar in Total Commander is ExifTool. Exif or
Exchangeable Image File Format files, store important data about photographs. Almost all digital
cameras create these data files each time you take a new picture. An Exif file holds all the
information about the image itself, such as the camera model, exposure level, where you took the
photo, and any settings you used.

There are times when a user needs to list photographs in the time and date order that they were
taken. To display the Exif date of files, Peter first has to right click on the title bar and select an
Exif set of columns previously set up. This adds an Exif column to the file properties displayed.
Clicking the Exif date heading will reorder the files in descending or ascending order.

To view or change any Exif data, Peter selected his toolbar button for ExifTool GUI from Total
Commander’s Addons website page to open the app. In the apps right hand side panel, one of the
options is a button labelled Exif. Selecting the arrow head below the labelled button opens another
window, where a host of Exif information is available. Any changes or additions to the images Exif
data can be done from that window. Refer Figure 16.
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Figure 16 — ExifTool dialogue box

E backup

The Multi Rename Tool is available within Total Commander from the main menu, by selecting
Files 2 Multi Rename Tool or by its shortcut Ctrl + M. This is a tool Peter uses to add a date to the
start of a file name to maintain the order of files in a folder. This feature is also useful to adjust
dates by time if you moved to a different time zone or forgot to adjust your camera for a daylight

savings time. Figure 17.
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Figure 17 — Multi Rename dialogue box

Folder Branch View

Often Peter needs to find a file that might be buried deep within a folder branch. Total Commander
has a menu option that will display a list of all files under a folder branch, including all files in sub
folders. From the main menu select Commands = Branch View (With Subdirs) or Ctrl + B, to list
all files that are under the whole folder branch. This command removes the sub folders and displays
every file under the main folder. Figure 18.
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Figure 18 — Branch View command
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Pack files

Total Commander also incorporates an option to compress files into zip or a number of other
compression formats. Highlight the files to be compressed and from the main menu select Files 2
Pack. The Pack Files dialogue box opens where selections are made. Figure 19.

Files § Mark Commands Net Show Configuration  Start

2 #h is B8 A
-_—
Unpack Specific Frles... AlteF0 [\ . Ted v |[D_Data_New] 1393,14‘123 k of 3,906,385,628 k free A
T Test Archive(s) Alt+ShiftsFo * v v d:\Data\Melb PC User Group\MdlbPC PCUpdate\2024 PCUpdate\*.* * v
%] Compare By Content... ate Attr +Name Ext Size Date Attr
Assaciate With /05/202414:45 ---- B 18 <DIR>  07/05/2024 14:45 ----
Intemnal Associat (Total C der Only) /02/2024 15:59 -a-- ~ T4 02 - PCUpdate Feb 2024_compissed pdf 2,070,517 27/02/2024 15:59 -a--
e /05/202408:35 -a-- | [y |Tia03 - PCUpdate March 2024 pdf 3,911,360 07/05/2024 08:35 -a--
e Alt=Enter 1052024 12:02 -a-- .04 - PCUpdate April 2024 pdf 1,663,552 07/05/2024 12:02 -a--
Calculate Occupied Space... Ctrl+L
§‘§ Multi-Rename Tool... Ctrl+M
Edit Comment... Ctrl+Z
Print r Compression rate: | &
= X Packer
Split File... 2P ORAR OTAR
= [4] Alsa pack path names (only recursed) @® o o

@ Combine Files...
9% Encode File (MIME,UUEXXE]...

OARS o uCz OGZ

Recursively pack subdirectories O LHA* O ACE* O TGZ

[[] Mutiple disk archive (ZIP, ARJ, RAR, ACE)

&1 Decode File (MIME,UUE,XXE BinHex)... ] Move to archive * needs extemal packer

Create Checksum File(s) (CRC32, MD3, SHAT)... [[]Create sef extracting archive Configure...
Lg( Verify Checksums (from checksum files) [JCreate separate archives, one per selected file/dr

Leave out base directary when packing folders
it Alt+F4

@ : e oo ] [ ][

Ok /7,466 kin 0/ 3 file(s) Ok/0kin 0/ 0file(s), 0/ 16 dir(s)
d:\Data\Melb PC User Group\MelbPC PCUpdate\2024 PCUpdate= | ~
F3 View | F4 Edit F5 Copy | F6 Move | F7 NewFolder | F8 Delete Alt+F4 Exit

Figure 19 — Pack files

Folder Tabs
Total Commander supports tabbed browsing, similar to the Clover app demonstrated at last month’s
meeting to add tabbed browsing to Windows File Explorer.

To add a folder as a tab, simply drag the folder onto the toolbar, or use the shortcut Ctrl + Up
Arrow. If there is an overflow of folders on the toolbar, you can use the mouse's scroll wheel to
scroll sideways and view all entries. Right-clicking on a tab provides the option to lock it in place.

o =
m Total Cornmander

Files Mark Commands MNet Show Configuration Start
Rl BB | e> | DD misE S|
v [Z[Melb PC User Group] & g d ~|[D_Data_New] 2,391,947,396 k of 3,906,385,628 k free | \
{E::lt;:ﬁ ':,Tizzs‘;a:o;: ' MelbPC PCUpdate 'Elover Demo Folder 1 '!Clover Demo Folder?_'
~ | ¥ [MelbPC PCUpdate] i User Group = i
[2011 PCUpdate] MName Ext Size + Date Attr
[2012 PCUpdate] @[] <DIR>  27/02/2024 15:58 ——- A
[2013 PCUpdate] T4 2011_07 - July PCUpdate pdf 20,869,091 10/07/2016 08:13 -a--
[2014 PCUpdate] T 2011_08 - Aug PCUpdate pdf 21,248,820 10/07/2016 08:13 -a--
[2015 PCUpdate] T 2011_09 - Sept PCUpdate pdf  31,934219 10/07/2016 08:13 ra--
[2016 PCUpdate] T4 201110 - Oct PCUpdate pdf 21,713,128 10/07/2016 08:13 -a--
[2017 PCUpdate] T 201111 - Nov PCUpdate pdf 14,962,094 10/07/2016 08:13 ra--
[2018 PCUpdate] T 2011_12 - Dec PCUpdate pdf 31,231,575 10/07/2016 08:13 -a--
[2019 PCUpdate] T4 2012-09 - PCUpdate Sept 2012 pdf 6242432 10/07/2016 0813 -a--
[2020 PCUpdate] T 2012-10 - PCUpdate Oct 2012 pdf 8545128 10/07/2016 08:13 -a--
[2021 PCUpdate] T 2012-11 - PCUpdate Nov 2012 pdf 29,200,802 10/07/2016 08:13 -a--
[2022 PCUpdate] T 2012-12 - PCUpdate Dec 2012 pdf 14,948,330 10/07/2016 08:13 -a--
[2023 PCUpdate] T 2012_02 - Feb PCUpdate pdf 35,234,372 10/07/2016 08:13 -a--
[2024 PCUpdate] T 2012_03 - March PCUpdate pdf 28,571,051 10/07/2016 08:13 -a--
> [Miscellaneous] T4 2012_04 - April PCUpdate pdf 23,444,770 10/07/2016 08:13 -a--
3 [My Articles in PCUpd | o 201205 - May PCUpdate pdf 24415811 10/07/2016 08:13 ra--
> [My Presentation at SI . 2012_06 - June PCUpdate pdf 6982341 10/07/2016 08:13 ra--
» [Other 5IG Presentatic v :.a 2012_08 - August PCUpdate pdf 8,886,510 10/07/2016 08:13 ra-- -
% [P W -r.._..u_;. =
d\Data\Melb PC User Group\MelbPC PCUpdate> | ranch View (with subdirectories)
F3 View | F4 Edit | F5 Copy | F6 Move

Figure 20 — Folder tabs
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Beyond Windows 10
by Peter Carpenter

Beyond Windows 10 is a website forum available at https://beyondwindows10.com/. After joining,
members periodically receive newsletters featuring offers for software at significantly reduced
prices. Be aware that the prices shown in the newsletter are in US dollars. According to Peter, the
site operator breaks up volume licences for software. After payment, you receive codes to load and
run the purchased programs.

;XxxJ(' foater @ W ©
—{] Beyond

| Wi n d OWS 1 = BROWSE v w ACTIVITY & CLUBS

Portal to the Futurg com

Home
Forums Start new topic e
BEYOND WINDOWS 10 AREA o

@ Board Rules & Announcements

57 ‘ PSA: SSL certificate and future

rules

B introduction to VIP membership VIP onl t
% VIP only way to go

Figure 21 — Beyond Windows 10 website

Both Dave Botherway and Peter have purchased software from the site without any issues and
believe it to be legitimate. To buy software, you send an email indicating your desired purchase,
such as Office 2019, and confirm that you've made the payment. Within a day, you receive a reply
with the necessary serial numbers and details of how to download the software.

MWW
https://beyondwindows 10.com/index.php?/messenger/compose/&io=193859

Please note this is a break even service for our VIPS and doesn't help with our server costs.
Specials are valid thru 6/16/24

****Special Combos Windows 10 Pro or windows 11Pro & office 2019 Pro Plus -$45.00**
***Special Combo Windows 10 Pro or windows 11 Pro & Office 2021 Pro Plus-$40.00"**
***Special combo windows 10 Enterprise or Windows 11 Enterprise & office 2021 Pro Plus-
$40.00***

***Special Combo Windows 10 Enterprise 2021 LTSC and office 2021 Pro plus Note end of life is
2027 windows 10 End of life is 2025 bare bones no crap ware the operating system runs fast.
$40.00

#1- Windows 10 Pro $15.00 each can be used to upgrade from home to pro.
#2 Windows 11 Pro $15.00 each. can be used to upgrade from home to pro.
#3 Office 2019 Pro plus $43.00 each.

#4-Office 2021 Pro plus $35.00 each.

#5-Microsoft Visio Pro 2021-$30.00 each.

# 6-Microsoft Project Pro 2022-$40.00 each.

# 7- Windows Enterprise LTSC 2021-15.00 each

Windows 10- 11 Enterprise- 15.00 each
Windows Server Standard or Data center 2022- $17.00

Windows Server 2016 Standard-17.00 each

Windows Server Standard 2019 $17.00 each

Windows Server Data center 2019-$27.00
T — T ———

Figure 22 — Beyond Windows 10 Newsletter & sample prices
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