East SIG Report - August 2024

After welcoming members to the August meeting of East SIG, host Frank Maher outlined the nights
agenda below:

Presentation 1: Q&A by George Skarbek

Presentation 2: How to “Uninstall things that won’t!” by Frank Maher

Presentation 3: Sources of Free Software by Dave Botherway

Presentation 4: OPatch - A Lifeline for Windows 10 Users by Neil Muller

Presentation 5: East Website review by Neil Muller

Presentation 6: Swapping video and audio between files using Shotcut by Peter Carpenter

Q&A
by George Skarbek

QI: You recently mentioned that you've installed additional solar panels at your residence. [ have a
question regarding electricity costs and the feed-in tariff offered for solar panel owners. Currently,
I'm paying a peak rate of $0.325 per kWh, while my feed-in rate is $0.033 per kWh. With a
difference of $0.29 per kWh, I'm curious to know who is actually profiting from the energy
generated by my solar panels that I don’t use?

A1: Surplus power generated goes back into the national energy grid. At that rate you are paying,
you are being “ripped off”. Every 6 months I shop around to compare plans. I typically save at least
$150, if not more every time I do that. I recommend everyone does the same.

To compare electricity prices, head to the Government's energy comparison website. To find the
internet address, simply search for "compare electricity prices," and you’ll find the link about five
entries down the search list. You'll be asked a few questions, and then you'll need to enter your
NMI (National Meter Identification) number. The site will access your energy usage data from the
past 12 months, broken down into half-hour intervals, and list the best deals available. George
recommends finding your NMI number on your electricity account beforehand, as it significantly
speeds up the comparison process.

Victorian Energy Compare
hitps://compare.energy.vic.gov.au

O

Victorian Energy Compare: Welcome

Electricity offers in your area
Once you've taken charge of your bills, you can take charge of ...

How to compare offers on ...
Visit the Victorian Energy Compare website at compare.energy.vic ...

Figure 1 — Google search - Victorian Energy Compare website

George followed by demonstrating the Energy Compare website.
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Welcome to Victorian Energy Compare iy Ak e

In your language

An independent Victorian Government energy price comparison site

To get the most out of this tool, you need a recent energy bill or smart meter data file.

Get started

What are you looking to compare?

’ Electricity Offers

To compare both electricity and gas select an energy type on this screen and then add the other energy type when you get to the
Available Offers screen.

Where do you need your energy?

Select small business if you are on a business plan,
| have a recent bill not a residential plan. This information will be on your
bill.

Have you been at your address
for the last 12 months? @

Yes

Who is your current retailer? @ [ Origin Energy x v ]

What is your postcode? [ 3100 v |

There are multiple distributors that supply electricity for the postcode you have
provided. Please confirm the correct distributor has been selected. If you have
a bill handy, you can do this by matching the telephone number below to the
faults and emergencies telephone number on your bill.

‘ AusNet Services (electricity) (1300 360 795/ 13 17 99) |

‘ @ United Energy (1300 131 689 / 132 009) I

How would you like to build your energy usage profile? Continued next page




How would you like to build your energy usage profile?  Continued from previous page

Get my data for me ‘Complete an energy

(recommended) 0

Using "Get my data for me” is the quickest and most accurate way to get your electricity comparison. However, you can also proceed using
one of the other options above.

What is your NMI?@ | s s v
Your National Metering Identifier (NMI) can be found
on your electricity bill. example: 6407000000

Collection Statement

Read the full collection statement

| have read and agree to the collection statement. | Get my data I : Po}v\erEemo

By agreeing fo the collection statement and providing your AT
NMI, we can retrieve your smart meter data and provide you Skip this step
with more accurate results.

[EIEET]

COMPARE
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This will be used to accurately estimate what each energy retailer's offer will cost you, based on precisely how much electricity you use day
to day.

Usage data was successfully fetched. Please continue.

Do you currently receive an ii _\ H Am | eligible?
energy concession? @

What is your solar feed-in tariff ~ ™™ "
type? [ Current Feed-in Tariff / | don't know n

For the best resuits, please confirm your feed-in tariff
type with your retailer.
The rates shown are examples and yours may differ.

Disclaimer Agreement

Read the full terms and conditions

| have read and agree to the terms and conditions
NEXT =

This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.

Figure 2 — Victorian Energy Compare website
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Available Offers Compare Offers

Electricity offers in your area @

Energy concessions: Yes | Average dally usage: 8.9kWh

Frequently Asked Questions

In your language

$ Add your current raies to
- help you compare offers.

Filters @
why this offer? | how is this calculated?
Results —
Estimate includes solar credit of $170
b Offers soried by "
o discounted price @ E: $ Without conditional Eligibiity ~ 1st Energy 1St 000
discounts $880 criteria ID: 1ST577083MR ENERGY

Only show the top offer
for each retailer

Est. yearly price view offer

Rate type =
includes solar credit of $160

Single rate / flat

[ | Without conaitional Fo o) Eligibiity  GloBird Energy
Time of use @ v 680 discounts $T20 OBAE e ID: GLO577835MR
Flexible pricing @ Est yearly price view offer
Features +
Energy retailers  + i includes solar credit of $540
Without conditional & Eligibiity  EnergyAustralia
Go Green + $ discounts $710 criteria ID: TRUS56406MR
E rAustralia
) Est yearly price view offer ey,
Reset filters =
Compare
Selected includes solar credit of $170
$ Without conditional = Eligbiity ~ Kogan Energy k(')gc'n
discounts $730 — criteria ID: PO2557690MR energy
Est. yearly price view offer
View more
offers
Estimate includes solar credit of $170
Powersho,
$ 73 0 Without conditional = Eigibilty &, atralia P @ powersHop
discounts $720 CMea i pops57a26MR

Est. yearly price view offer

v

Compare gas offers as well Calculate your solar savings

& - email these results & - print these resulis [B) - export these resuits

Once you've taken charge of your bills, you can take charge of your 1800 000 VEC (832)
energy use. Contact Us

For more ways to save, visit energy.vic.gov.au.

Figure 3 — Victorian Energy Compare website, Electricity offers



Tips:
e Some companies offer very attractive initial rates, but they often increase without notifying
you. So you need to carefully read the contract conditions.

e Recently, the government reduced the solar feed-in tariff to $0.033 per kWh, but I managed to
find a deal offering $0.05 per kWh. I’'m currently paying $0.27 per kWh, with a daily supply
charge of around $0.73. As I have an electric powered car that uses my surplus solar
generation, I don't use much electricity from the grid. Therefore, the daily supply charge is
what effects my electricity costs the most. These charges can vary significantly, from as low as
$0.75 to as high as $1.35 per day.

e [ make it a point to switch providers every six months, and each time I do, I save money.
That’s the key message I want to share.

[Audience member] Bring back the SEC.

[George] The government has brought back the SEC, but not as a retailer. They have a board and a
few staff members. They are currently looking at recycling old solar panels. The SEC is focusing
on investing in renewable energy and storage projects that accelerate the change to clean energy

Q2: You mentioned adding extra solar panels, where do you go to add more panels to an existing
system?

A2: The first step is to determine the optimal position for your solar panels, which ideally should be
north-facing. However, I don’t have a north-south rooftop option because there’s a large tree to the
north of my house, so I'm left with either east or west. East is actually 1% more efficient than west,
making it the better choice. The optimal efficiency for solar panels is at 20°C, with efficiency now
dropping by 0.5% (previously 1%) for each degree increase in temperature. For instance, on a 40°C
day, the efficiency could drop by about 10%. Therefore, with an east-west facing house, the
morning temperatures are typically cooler in summer, which can result in a higher power yield.

Another important consideration is shading on your solar panels. If any part of your panels is
shaded during the day, it’s best to opt for microinverters. With a standard single string inverter
configuration, shading on even a small portion of one panel affects the output of all panels, not just
the shaded ones. For example, if you have 10 x 200-watt panels, and half of one panel is shaded,
the output for all panels could drop to 100 watts for as long as that panel remains shaded. However,
with microinverters, only the output of the shaded panel is reduced, while the others continue to
operate at full capacity. Although microinverters are slightly more expensive than a single inverter,
they offer better long-term economic benefits by maximizing your system's overall efficiency.

If you’re planning on buying an electric car, definitely put in solar panels. Some models, including
the car I have, can act as a solar battery and use energy from the car’s battery instead of the grid.

[Audience member] Many local Councils have joined with Solar Savers to offer subsidies and
discounts for their homeowners. Solar Savers is a regional partnership of Councils supported by the
Eastern Alliance for Greenhouse Action (EAGA). The program aims to help homeowners save
money and reduce carbon emissions. Check your Councils website to see if they are involved in the
program or Solar Savers at https://solarsavers.org.au

A
vb 4
< »>Solar
b v 4 SAVERS A Local Government initiative making solar easy

Figure 4 — Solar Savers
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How to “Uninstall things that won’t!”
by Frank Maher

Revo Uninstaller, available in free and paid versions, is a solution for incomplete or failed
software uninstalls. It goes beyond standard uninstalls by scanning for leftover files and registry
entries. It can also uninstall Windows built-in apps.

Revo Uninstaller removes programs by first running the program’s built-in uninstaller and then
scanning for leftover data, which can include files, folders, and entries in the Windows Registry,
that may still exist and potentially cause various issues.

Revo Uninstaller is available from https://www.revouninstaller.com and is an essential tool to have
on hand when dealing with any uninstallation problems.

The YouTube video "Revo Uninstaller - Uninstall Things That Won’t" by Leo Notenboom from
Askleo.com, provides a detailed guide on how to effectively uninstall applications on Windows,
especially when the standard uninstallation process fails. Leo recommends Revo Uninstaller, a
third-party tool that can help users remove stubborn programs that don't uninstall completely
through the usual Windows settings.

YouTube - Ask Leo!
54 1K+ views - 7 months ago 3

Revo Uninstaller — Uninstall Things That Won't

i Revo 1 ' ... askleo.com/patron to help support Ask Leo! https://askleo.com/all-the-
ninsta :

== » ti E different-ways-to-get-ask-leo/ for even more! #askleo #uninstall #revo.
e PN
v

e |
8:47 =

Figure 5 — YouTube banner - "Revo Uninstaller - Uninstall Things That Won’t"

The process begins with Leo explaining the typical method of uninstalling applications via the
installed apps list in Windows settings. However, this method can sometimes fail, leaving behind
traces that you wish to completely remove or can cause future issues. To address this, Leo
recommends using Revo Uninstaller, a free tool that offers a more thorough uninstallation.

& Revo Uninstaller 2.4.5

BDX @

Windows

e 3§

T 2

Uninstaller Tools Hunter Mode Options | Uninstall Refresh  View Help Upgrade to Pro

Apps
CL Search Search by:
MName e

Application a| Sge | Version | Type | Install Date | Company | Website | Comment od
'_EI Advanced Date Time Calculator 8.0 1.60 MB 32-bit  18/06/2020 1:08:58 PM  TriSun Software Limited  http://www.trisunsoft.co..,

Advanced SystemCare 169.01 MB 17.50 32-bit  3/08/2024 11:06:10 AM 10bit https:/fwww.ichit.com/

Al Suite 3 408,96 MB 3.00.13 32-bit  18/06/2020 1:0%:01 PM  ASUSTeK Computer Inc.

liMyMotes Organizer 2538 MB 412 32-bit  14/06/2024 6:3%:33 PM Vladonai Software

@2 AMD Catalyst Install Manager 33.59 MB 8.0.916.0 -bit | 6/03/2024 5:32:10 AM | Advanced Micro Devices, .| http://suppert.amd.com
Uninstall
eAny Video Converter £ 558.40 MB 8.2.6 32-bit  27/03/2024 £:42:33 AM Anvsoft
Search at Google for L4
gnoma PE Builder 2.0 Open About Link... 135.50 MB 32-bit 18/06/2020 1:08:01 PM  AOMEI Technology Co., L... http://www.backup-utilit...
il Open Help Link...
ﬁ ApowerPDF V5.2.0.022 Open Update Link... 49.33 MB 5.2.0.0228 32-bit  18/06/2020 1:09:00 PM Apowersoft LIMITED https:/fwww.apowersoft....
@ ArcSoft Photolmpress Installocion 49,06 MB 32-bit  6/02/2022 3:26:15 PM ArcSoft
Open Registry Key...
@Ashampoo Backup 20, Export List to R 0KB 17.03 B4-bit  22/07/2023 3:30:49 PM  Ashampoo GmbH 8 Co. ... http://www.ashampoo.c...
F—%
Description Panel nox
Uninstaller shows you all of the installed programs and compenents for both the current and all users, In the Details™ view type, or by the context menu, you can reach additional information {links and properties about the installations). A
[primary feature of Revo Uninstaller is Hunter mode. This mode gives you the flexibility to uninstall, stop, delete or disable from auto-starting with just one dick.
Installations: 299 | Download our Android App ‘ i_} Like us

Figure 6 — Revo Uninstaller
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Leo demonstrates how to download, install, and use Revo Uninstaller. (Figure 6). He explains that
the tool first runs the program’s own uninstaller, just as Windows would, but then goes a step
further by scanning for leftover files, folders, and registry entries. Users can choose between
different scanning modes “safe, moderate, or advanced” depending on how thorough they want the
cleanup to be. Leo typically selects the moderate option and advises users to back up their system
or create a restore point before running an advanced uninstaller, just to be safe. (Figures 7)

Uninstalling AMD Catalyst Install Manager

( )

a Creating System Restore Paoint - skipped!

Analyzing and starting the program's built-in uninstaller for the default uninstall

ﬁ After the program's uninstaller hias finished, press the "Scan” button to start scanning for leftover files, folders and registry items.

Scanning modes

Figure 7 - Revo Uninstaller — Performing Initial analysis

Leo points out that Revo Uninstaller can handle the removal of leftover registry entries and files,
that are often left by the program’s uninstaller, ensuring a complete cleanup. These traces are often
left by the software in case a reinstallation of a program is required. (Figures 8)

Uninstalling AMD Catalyst Install Manager

[ )

=- [(715§8 My Computer
S [ @ HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE
= [ @ SOFTWARE
- [ @ Microsoft
=- [0 @ Windows
=~ [ @ Currentversion
B[] @ Installer
= [ @ Folders
i [ C\WINDOWS\Installer\{66AFBS95-BC05-2913-7696-6D58F9B733E1 1\

Path:

Select Al Delete Keys: 0
Values: 1

Cancel

Figure 8 - Revo Uninstaller — Leftover registry items found.



Leo also highlights how Revo Uninstaller can remove built-in Windows apps that are otherwise
difficult to uninstall, like the Xbox Game Bar which he demonstrates in the video. This is achieved
via the “Windows Apps” button, located to the right of the “Uninstaller” icon on the menu bar
shown in Figure 6.

Finally, Leo suggests that Revo Uninstaller is a valuable tool to have on hand for uninstalling
problematic programs.

The video can be viewed at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-s7¢Fe3TngU.

o
e @ — . 2
¥ T 2m € 0
Uninstaller W:‘:::V Tools Hunter Mode Options | Uninstall Refresh  View Help Upgrade to Pro
..................... Nt
o e, (W€ Cearch Search by:
g MName T
Ao Application - Size Version ‘ Type | Install Date Company | Website | Com &
M o
gl Microsoft Visual Studio 2010 Tools for Office Runtime  10.28MB  10.0,50903  64-bit 18/06/2020 1:08:42PM  Microsoft Corporation  itp://go.microsoft.com/...
- I i)
) Q‘EEI Microsoft Windows Desktop Runtime - 3.1.32 (x64) 202,52 MB 3.1.3231915 32-bit 16/12/2022 9:538:32 AM Microsoft Corporation
unk Files i
Cleaner ]
) Microsoft Windows Desktop Runtime - £.0.33 (x64) 211.37MB 6.0.3333916  32-bit 24/08/2024 8:51:52 AM Microsoft Corporation
[ ="
MiniTool Partition Wizard Professional Edition 8.1.1 37.52 MB 32-bit  18/06/2020 1:08:59 PM MiniTool Solution Ltd.  http://www.partitionwiza...
Windows | S
Tools .
E. Mozilla Firefox (x64 en-US) 24215 MB 120.0.2 64-bit  23/08/2024 5:01:53 PM Mozilla https://suppoert.mozilla.org Mozilla Firefo
=
%b -
4 @ Mozilla Maintenance Service T20KB 12801 B4-bit  29/07/2024 417:13 PM Mozilla Mozilla Maint
Browsers |
Cleaner
OMoziHa Thunderbird (x64 en-GB) 265.24 MB 128.0.1 64-bit  29/07/2024 4:17:12 PM Mozilla Moszilla Thunt
O3
- OMoziHa Thunderbird (x84 en-US) 23937 MB 115121 64-bit 22/06/2024 11:43:.07 AM Mozilla Mozilla Thunt
icrosoft Offic
Cleaner
Mp3tag v3.11 11.96 MB 3.1 32-bit  17/12/2021 £:33:19 AM Florian Heidenreich https://community.mp3t...
i h’ MP4Tools v3.6 68.00 MB 32-bit  18/06/2020 1:08:58 PM  Tharing [T-Consulting  http://www.mp4joiner.org |
indows =
Cleaner - i
e m MPC-HC 1.7.9 3837 MB 179 32-bit  23/03/2024 6:47:13 AM MPC-HC Team https://trac.mpc-hc.org/
:, =
m @ MPC-HC 2.3.0 (64-bit) 68.17 MB 230 B4-bit 22/06/2024 11:42:25 AM MPC-HC Team
Evidence
Remover
it Q MSEdgeRedirect 15MB 0753 64-bit 30/03/2024 6:40:24 AM  Robert Maehl Software  https://msedgeredirect.c...
Lﬁ = MyHarmony 3455 MB 1.0.308 32-bit  24/08/2021 4:06:16 PM Logitech
Unrecoverable|
Delete
J NEAT projects 2 (64-Bit) 103.12 MB 2.24 B4-bit  27/11/2023 £:33:04 AM Franzis Verlag GmbH
@ Nikon Message Center 2 33.41 MB 241 32-bit  10/05/2023 1:29:00 PM Nikon Corporation
— = o
4 ] »
Description Panel 3 x
Uninstaller shows you all of the installed programs and components for both the current and all users. In the "Details™ view type, or by the context menu, you can reach additional information {inks and properties about
the installations). A primary feature of Revo Uninstaller is Hunter mode. This mode gives you the flexibility to uninstall, stop, delete or disable from auto-starting with just one dick.
Installations: 298 | Download our Android App | ﬂ} Likeus |

Figure 9 - Revo Uninstaller — Tools menu.

After the video, Frank discussed and displayed several additional features in Revo Uninstaller that
weren’t covered in the video. Under the "Tools" menu, options available include "Junk File
Cleaner," "Windows Tools," "Browser Cleaner," "MS Office Cleaner," "Windows Cleaner," and
more. Frank agreed with Leo’s view that the free version provides most of the essential functions
you’ll need.



Sources of Free Software
by Dave Botherway

The catalyst for this presentation was feedback from viewers asking presenter Dave Botherway
where to find free software. Dave explored several sites that offer free software, along with a look
at the Wayback Machine and a YouTube video from Ask Leo. These resources are presented and
summarised below.

MajorGeeks http:// majorgeeks.com

A website Dave frequently uses is MajorGeeks.com, which has been around for at least 20 years.
The panel on the left, labelled “Files,” lists various software categories. While the site is cluttered
with ads, that's how they generate revenue so is a necessary evil. When downloading software, you
need to be cautious to avoid accidentally downloading unwanted programs, such as driver updates.
There’s plenty of free software available on the site, but it’s important to carefully select the correct
download button.

To demonstrate how to download software from MajorGeeks, Dave selected “Internet Tools” from
the “Files” panel. The centre panel then updated to display a list titled “Internet Tools Sub-
Categories,” where Dave chose “Password Managers.” Once “Password Managers” was selected,
the central panel updated again to show a long list of password managers ranked by ratings. Dave
then selected “LastPass Password Manager,” and the central panel displayed details including
Author, Date, Size, License details, Operating System requirements, number of downloads,
download links, a brief description, and features. See Figure 10 for reference.

< HOME | TUTORIALS | DONATE| WEB TOOLS | YOUTUBE | NEWSLETTER | DEALS! | FORUMS | | enHaNcED BY Googl: QSEAMH >

MajorGeeks.com - We know you're out there, and we're coming to get you.

| MajorGeeks.Com » Internet Tools » P s » LastPass P d 4.133.0 » Download Now

ToP
DOWNLOADS

1. Smart Defrag
2. Macrium Reflect

irus & Malware
ppearance
Back Up
Browsers
CD\DVD\Blu-Ray
Covert Ops

[LastPass Password Manager 4.133.0]

Rate This Software:

4 (155 wotes)| 5 .Geak-o-licious v
[vote|

= Download (Universal Installer)
A Download (Linux)

& Download (Mac)

& Download (Chrome)

Author: LastPass
Date: 08/12/2024
Size: Size Varies
License: Freemium

3. Avast! Free Edition
4. Sergei Strelec’s
WinPE

5. McAfee Removal

Drivers

Drives (SSD, HDD, USB)
s
Graphics & Photos

| Internet Tools

Linux Distros
MajorGeeks Windows
Tweaks

Multimedia
Networking
office & Productivity
System Tools

- How To and Tutorials

- Life Hacks and Reviews
- Way Off Base

- MajorGeeks Deals

- News

- Off Base

- Reviews

| SPREAD THE |
WORD

- YouTube

- Facebook

- Instagram

« Twitter

- Pintrest

- RSS/XML Feeds

- News Blur
- Yahoo
- Symbaloo

Subscribe to our mailing
list

email address

Requires: 11]10|8|7|Linux|macOS
Downloads: 122338 times

) Download (Firefox)

@ Download (Edge)
MajorGeeks: Setting the

O pownioad (Gpeca) standard for editor-tested,

trusted, and secure downloads

since 2001.

TIP: Click Here to Repair or
Restore Missing Windows Files

LastPass Password Manager - The last password you'll ever have to remember. This easy-to-use password manager will
make your browsing a lot easier and much more secure without having to remember multiple passwords.

LastPass Password Manager Features:

Generate strong passwords, knowing you'll only have to remember one.

Log into your favorite websites with just one click

Access and manage your important data from multiple workstations seamlessly
Share logins with your friends and let others share logins with you

The Universal Windows installer installs Internet Explorer, Firefox, Chrome, Safari, and Opera. It also allows you to
create 3 LastPass account and import your existing passwords easily. It's the best way to install LastPass on Windows.
The 64 bit installer includes 32 bit IE installer.

|| similar:

The 6 Best Password Managers
How to View, Edit, and Manage Your Google Chrome Passwords

Version History for LastPass Password Manager:
https://lastpass.com/upgrade.php?fromwebsite=1&releasenotes=1

Editor’s Note:

Version numbers vary by extension or installer.

& scr

hot for LastPass Password

Figure 10 — LastPass Password Manager download page.
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Pack
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More >>

TOP READS
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FileHippo http://filehippo.com

FileHippo.com is a popular software download website that offers a wide range of free software
and updates for Windows and Mac users. The site features a clean, easy-to-navigate interface, with
software categories such as antivirus, browsers, utilities, and more. Users can find both popular and
lesser-known programs, along with previous versions of software.

FileHippo is known for providing safe, malware-free downloads and regularly updates its software
library to ensure users have access to the latest versions. The site also offers a software update
checker tool to help keep your programs up to date.

Dave noted that many programs on the most popular download list (Figure 11), were anti-virus and
security programs. He felt this was a little surprising as free Windows Defender, once considered
rubbish, is now up with the best of them.

"‘ FILEHIPPO NEWS REVEWS TOP PROGRAMS Search Software §8 windows | En

THE LATEST VERSIONS
OF THE BEST SOFTWARE

FILEHIPPO SAFE

= Hand picked software titles - only the best! ’ ‘
= Tested for malware, adware and viruses ‘
= No added bundles or toolbars

POPULAR SOFTWARE LATEST UPDATES

5,931,002,834 6 Minutes Ago 43,487
Downloads Served Last Update Check Program Versions Listed
CATEGORIES POPULAR View more
Browsers Desktop € Avast Free Antivirus
File Sharing Games @ Project IGI
Learning Leisure B8 2007 Microsoft Office Add-in: Microsoft Save as P
Maps & Travel Multimedia & AVG AntiVirus FREE
Office & News Personalization @ Google Chrome
Security & VPN Sacial & Messaging B WIinRAR 64-bit
System Tuning & Utilities £ CCleaner
W Gl 2: Covert Strike
@ WhatsApp Messenger 64-bit for PC Windows
© Avast Secure Browser
& VLC Media Player 64-bit
# Rufus
© AVG Secure Browser
A VLC media player
AnyDesk
€ Avast Cleanup
€ AVG PC TuneUp

LATEST SOFTWARE NEWS

Chrome would stop supporting extensions, Youtube cannot be blocked and Apple continue to update old s

Figure 11 — FileHippo homepage.

SoftPedia http://softpedia.com

Softpedia.com is another well-known website that offers a vast collection of software downloads,
including freeware, shareware, and open-source programs for various platforms like Windows,
macOS, Linux, and mobile devices.

In addition to software, Softpedia provides technology news, reviews, and articles on a wide range
of topics, including software updates, industry trends, and tech innovations. The site is popular for
its extensive software catalogue, user reviews, and detailed descriptions of each software program,
making it a valuable resource for users looking for reliable software downloads and tech
information.
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B WINDOWSAPPS @ MACAPPS & LINUXAPPS &3 DRIVERS @ ANDROIDAPK [% REVIEWS

SOFTPEDIA®

UPDATED ONE MINUTEAGO

&3 3499347279 served downloads &3 149 new items today & 1640249 items total

Q Search Windows Apps -

or download apps for: == WINDOWS & MAC [ ANDROID & LINUX - & WEBBROWSERS

. ESSENTIALS

4k Video Downloader 4k Video Downloader

ShareX

IrfanView Export your favorite YouTube videos and playlists

with this intuitive, lightweight program, built to
facilitate downloading clips from the popular
website

Context Menu Manager

7-Zip

Zoom Client ****ﬁ

New Downloads

W DRIVERS  GAMES MAC ANDROID LINUX optum

Figure 12 — Softpedia homepage.

The Windows Club http://thewindowsclub.com

is a popular website that focuses on providing tutorials, tips, news, and reviews related to Microsoft
Windows operating systems and other Microsoft products. It covers a wide range of topics,
including troubleshooting guides, software recommendations, and how-to articles for both novice
and advanced users. The site also features content on Windows security, customisation,
productivity tools, and various tech-related updates.

Dave stressed TheWindowsClub.com is like previous download sites, if users are not careful, it’s
easy to download the wrong program due to deceptive download buttons.

A

TheWindowsC|ub HOME ~WINDOWS DOWNLOADS SECURITY OFFICE GENERAL ~NEWS REVIEWS ABOUT Q

Boot failure detected

Cusrent CPU Speed : 4501 6MHz
Current BCLK: 99.52MHr
Current Memar: Saeed | 2664 7ZMHL

August 27, 2024 August 27, 2024 August 27, 2024 - | August 27, 2024

How to upscale images How to view Motion Photos Setup cannot continue Boot failure detected in
without restrictions on on PC because a required file is Windows 11 [Fix]
Windows PC for free either corrupted or not

available

sy e |8
- - Tt
August 26, 2024

Microsoft OQutlook cannot How to Lock or Hide Fix PowerPoint is not printing
sign or encrypt this message WhatsApp Chats with secret Windows.applicationmodel.st correctly on Windows 11/10
[Fix] code ore.dll error; Can | delete it?

August 25, 2024

Figure 13 — TheWindowsClub homepage.
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TechRadar http://techradar.com

TechRadar.com is a leading technology news and review website that covers a wide range of topics,
including consumer electronics, computing, mobile devices, gaming, and home entertainment. The
site provides in-depth product reviews, buying guides, and comparison articles to help users make
informed purchasing decisions.

In addition to reviews, TechRadar offers the latest news on tech developments, trends, and
innovations, along with tutorials and how-to guides. It is a go-to resource for tech enthusiasts and
consumers looking to stay updated on the latest gadgets and tech news.

Dave particularly likes TechRadar.com because it offers detailed comparisons of various software
versions as well as hardware.

teCthdOr the technology experts

Phones Computing TVs  Audio Streaming NBNPlans Coupons More v

TRENDING Pixel 9 Pro Fold iPhone 16 Apple Intelligence NBN plans Pixel 9 Father's Day qifts

What's hot Latest news
ALL NEWS
NYT Strands today — I
hints, answers and
spangram for

Wednesday, August 28
(game #178)

o C 2 Quordle today — hints P
hECk / and answers for W
'3 TA { Wednesday, August 28 "

(game #947)

Apple's iPhone 16 launch event — 5 things we -
expect and 3 things we don't G

today — hints and

Figure 14 — TechRadar Australian homepage.
Wayback Machine http://waybackmachine.org

The Wayback Machine, accessible at WaybackMachine.org, is an online service provided by the
Internet Archive that allows users to browse and view archived versions of websites. It captures
snapshots of web pages at various points in time, enabling users to see how websites looked and
functioned in the past. This tool is valuable for research, historical reference, and accessing content
that may no longer be available online. The Wayback Machine is widely used for preserving digital
history and provides access to billions of web pages from across the internet.

In a demonstration of the Wayback Machine, Dave entered MelbPC’s website address. (Figure 15)
The site displayed a calendar indicating that the site had been archived 902 times. Dave chose the
oldest available record, dating back to 1997, and viewed an online edition of the club’s magazine,
PC Update. (Figure 16)
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Figure 15 — The WayBackMachine

MESSAGE OF THE DAY

Information
Training Courses

Welcome to Melbourne PC User Group (Melb PC), located in Melbourne, the capital of the state of Victoria, Australia. This is Australia's largest PC user group and
the second largest in the world. Our members use MS-DOS, PC-DOS, UNIX, 05/2, Linux, Windows 95 and NT at work and at home. If you want to get better
value from your PC, you should consider joining a user group such as Melb PC. We offer numerous benefits -- check us out!

¢
internet
Explorer

Total accesses

smnenAias

External scoesses

smneBAiSE

Local time:
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Member of

Figure 16 — MelbPC website homepage 24" May 1997.
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Where Can I Download Old Software Versions

To conclude his presentation, Dave played a video by Leo Notenboom of AskLeo.com titled
“Where Can I Download Old Software Versions?”. The video can be viewed at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFfOKgb1-88

YouTube - Ask Leol
35K+ views - 1 year ago

Where Can | Download Old Software Versions?

Where Can | Download Old Software Versions? - Comments5.

6 key moments in this video

i g &
From 00:00 From 00:45 From 01:40 From 02:45 From 05:25
Download Old Go to the source GitHub and Download sites Avoid file sharing
Software SourceForge networks

Figure 17 — Ask Leo “Where can I Download Old Software Versions”, YouTube banner.

Introduction:

In the video “Where Can I Download Old Software Versions?”” Leo Notenboom of AsklLeo.com,
covers various methods and resources to find older software versions, emphasizing the risks and
precautions associated with downloading and using outdated software.

Key Points:

1. Going to the Source:

e Primary Recommendation: Leo advises that the best place to start when looking for old
software versions is the original software vendor. Many companies maintain archives of
previous versions, primarily to help users who encounter issues with the latest version.

e However, these archives are not always easy to find. Leo suggests reaching out to the vendor's
support team if the archives are not readily available on their website. This method is deemed
the safest and most accurate way to obtain an older software version.

2. Open-Source Platforms (GitHub and SourceForge):

e Secondary Suggestion: For open-source software, GitHub and SourceForge are excellent
resources. These platforms often host archives of previous versions, making them a reliable
source for older software.

e These are reliable sources because they offer the most accurate copies.
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3. Download Sites:

Caution Advised: While third-party download sites may offer old software versions, they
carry significant risks, such as outdated or compromised sites, and misleading ads that can
lead to malware.

Risks: Use these sites only as a last resort and with precautions, like scanning for malware.
Many of the popular download sites are cluttered with deceptive download buttons, which
could easily mislead users.

Precautions: Leo strongly advises users to download software in a controlled environment,
such as a virtual machine, and to scan files for malware before installation.

4. Avoiding Peer-to-Peer (P2P) Networks:

Peer-to-peer file-sharing networks are strongly discouraged due to the high risk of
downloading compromised files

If the software cannot be found on a legitimate site, it may be better to seek an alternative
program rather than risk downloading from an unsafe source.

5. Compatibility Concerns:

Potential Issues: Even if an old version is found, it may not work properly with modern
systems due to technological changes or unresolved security flaws and vulnerabilities.

Conclusion:
Overall, Leo Notenboom emphasizes safety and suggests exploring alternatives if a trusted source
for the old software version cannot be found.
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